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the previous methods of explanation, "It suggests that
different minds may have some communion, though separ-
ated by space, through some spiritual medium. Such a
suggestion if discreetly followed up might lead to important
discoveries and would certainly give rise to entertaining
meditations. But the cultivators of the dark sciences have
done as they have ever delighted to do. Their spirits . . .
become the familiar spirits of money-making media." . . .
"The powerful analysis of Godfrey has led him to the con-
clusion that a table of which the plane surface is touched
by believing fingers may be transformed into a diaboloid of
revolution."
In the essay on Analogies he remarks: "There is nothing
more essential to the right understanding of things than a
perception of the relations of number. Now the very first
notion of number implies a previous act of intelligence.
Before we can count any number of things we must pick
them out of the universe . . . until we have done this the
universe of sense is neither one nor many, but indefinite
. . . the dimmed outlines of phenomenal things all merge
into another unless we put on the focussing glass of theory
... as for space and time, any man will tell you that 'it
is now known and ascertained that they are merely modifi-
cations of our own minds' . . . but 'if we admit that we
can think of difference independent of sequence, and of
sequence without difference, we have admitted enough on
which to found the possibility of the ideas of space and
time/ . . , Perhaps the 'book/ as it has been called, of
nature is regularly paged; if so, no doubt the introductory
parts will explain those that follow, and the methods taught
in the first chapters will be taken for granted and used as
illustrations in the more advanced parts of the course; but
if it is not a 'book* at all, but a magazine^ nothing is more
foolish to suppose than that one part can throw light on
another" . . , "the only laws of matter are those which
our minds must fabricate, and the only laws of mind are
fabricated for it by matter."
Maxwell was twenty-four when he expounded these
views. It is not surprising that his scientific researches